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develop Cool Springs

_~~~I'I~~III!"
J{-[J[S'JrORJ[C ]~JRJl~~TYJr\\~Y((»(Q)JI). .

By Vance LIttle
The announccment of Ihe rcmoval prosperous and prominent member of

of the Cool Springs Housc toCrockeu the early Brentwood community. He
P!irk has !op:lrked a mild bit of interest spoke of James as his "lhird son."
in Ihe age and history of Ihe structure. James and Penelope Barfield
While it might notl13ve crossed your Carothcrs prospcred, acquired addi-
mind, if you continue to rcad Ihis arti- tionalland, and died leaving numer-
cle, you will probably learn more ous children. One of those children
about thc house than you ever really was Robert Blake Carolhers, who

i wanted to kno"'. ended up with the homeplace, Cool

: The origin of Ihe Cool Springs Springs.
j Housc goes back to two of Robcrt Blake Carolhers is best

Williamson County's earlic-~t families known for his many wives - six of

-:-Ihe Barfields and Ihe Carolhers. It Ihem. Count Ihem. They were all
was mostly kno,,'n as "the Carolhers from prominent local families. In
House." 1846, he married Martha Jane

In 1790. onc Stephen Barfield is Crockett She died in 1847 at Ihe age
found in the Norlh Carolina of 20 years. He married Priscilla
Tidewater area, a bachelor willI six Hodge in 1849. She expired in 1850.
slaves. By 1808, he is found in A year later, he married hislhird wife,
Willi:lmson County willI a wife and a Julia Ann Holt, who died in 1853. Her
house full of kids. At that time, he dealh notice says she was "stricken
probably built a small log house in early in life willI laryngitis." cari you
which Ihe f:lmily lived while the larg- believe Ihat?
er log house, what is now the Cool His fourlh wife was Martha E.
Springs House. was being built. FlelCher who died in 1855. If our
"'hen it was completed, the sm:1l1er memory serves us correctly. Robert
house became Ihc kitchen. BJake Carolhers was a physician.

Stcpl1Cl1 B:lrfield died early in 1818. That says somelhing, too.
Hc Icft a wife. Nancy, four sons, four He married Mary C. Gcrman in
daughters and 12 slaves. Before his 1856. She must have been tough. That
dcalh he had already deeded land to one lasted a while. They had several
three of his sons. In his will he pro- children. And Ihcn he married Mrs.
vided that the 12 slaves be sold and Mary P. Richardson (nee McKay) in
the proceeds divided among his 1873.
daughlCrs. He Icft his housc (Cool In 1870 Robert Blake Carothers

it! Springs) to his wife and at her dealh undertook to extensively remodel
to his youngest son Willie Blount Cool Springs, maybe to attract anolh-
B:lIficld. Hc also Icft Willie $200 "to er wife. Prior to Ihat time. it had been

,. help willI his education." a log house willI two rooms up and
I uler Ihat year. Sept. 30. 1818. to bc two down. In the remodeling, he had

precise, Stephen Barfield's daughler, the old chimney taken down and Ihat
I Penelope married James Carothers area made into a hall. He added Ihe
I (more about him later). He app:IIcntly two-story front portion on Ihe right

moved into the Barfield household and a two-story addition in Ihe rear
willI his new bride because we do not ell. 1t '''as Ihen Ihat Ihe house took on

I find them living in a separate house- Ihe appcarance Ihat we see today.
hold in Ihe 1820 Census. Dr. Carolhers fell on hard times, no

Nancy Barfield died in 1829, at doubt wearied by having to adjust to
I which lime her son, \\'illie Blount so many nc,,' wives. He lost Cool
: Barficld. came into possession of Springs in 1878. It went through a
j Cool Springs. Four years. later. hc succession of owners Ihrough Ihe

sold it to Jamcs Carolhers, whom you years until it was acquired by Karen
I will remember '''as living there willI and John Noel in 1970. They restored
I his wife Penelopc B:lrfield Carolhcrs, and remodeled Ihe house and put it in
: sisler of Willie. the pristine condition Ihat "c find

Back to James Carolhers. His today.1t was Ihrough Iheir generosi-
I' father. Robert Carolhers, received a ty and appreciation for Ihe house that

North Carolina grant to land (640 it became Ihe propcrty of Ihe city of

acres) in Brcntwood. It appcars to Brentwood.
have been in Ihe vjcinity of Next week, we'll tell you about the

, Fountainhead subdivision. He was a barn at Cool Springs-

f
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